Special Edition of

The Colfax Center Heartline
Highlighting our
150th Anniversary Celebration

“Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus
the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and built up
in him and established in the faith, just as
you were taught, abounding in
thanksgiving.” Colossians 2:6-7

The 150th Anniversary committee
would like to thank
all the volunteers
who made June 12-13 weekend
so much fun and enjoyable
for all our attendees.
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The Colfax Center Heartline
July-August 2021
Pastor Luke Wolfe

www.colfaxcenterchurch.org

Dear Colfax Members and Attenders,
June 12th and 13th were wonderful days of celebration, worship, camaraderie,
memories and glorifying God for all the good He has done and continues to do at
Colfax for 150 years.
We served over 380 hot dogs and hamburgers on Saturday night, and hosted even
more individuals for fun and games at our Community Event. With the Wellsburg
Fire and Rescue team, Johnson family horse-drawn carriage rides, Barn Stahl petting
zoo, Abby Beck Brunk (Harberts) leading games for the kids, a bounce house, Chinese lanterns and
ending the night with a spectacular fireworks display by Philip Harberts, it was truly a night of fun,
laughter and celebration with the community.
Sunday morning we had about 250 in attendance at our worship service, enjoyed the Colfax Kids
singing and the Adult Alumni choir (directed by Andrew Belz) sharing their musical talents, a
welcome video, songs of worship and praise, and a wonderful message from Pastor Larry Hoop.
Pastor Hoop’s message struck home with our congregation on it’s 150th anniversary, as we consider
both our uniqueness as individuals called and equipped by God to serve within the church and the
greater community context, while also bonded together in unity, both with one another as a congregation, as well as with the universal church of Christ throughout the world. As he said, the thing which
both
binds us together, as well as causes us to grow into spiritual maturity is Christ himself. As we read
- Colossians 2:6-7
in Ephesians 4:15-16, “Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who
is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with
which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself
up in love.”
As we look ahead to the future, and walk in faith, trusting the Lord to bless this church with 150
more years, we will remain ever faithful to our commitments to God’s Word both in preaching and
practice, an emphasis on our young generation being raised to know and honor God and His Holy
Scriptures, local and world missions, love and care for one another as the body of Christ, and seeking
to be a blessing to the community in which we have been placed by the Lord.
As we see individuals and families transformed by the power of the Gospel and the work of the
Holy Spirit, we look to be used by God to bring the good news of that Gospel to an unbelieving world,
to see our homes, our workplaces, our neighborhoods, and our communities transformed by the power
and grace of the Gospel.
Blessings to you and your family as you enjoy the warm summer days.
Pastor Luke
“Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and built up in him and established in the
faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.” Colossians 2:6-7
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Colfax Center’s
Current Pastor
Luke Wolfe

Pastor Larry Hoop brought
the morning message from
Ephesians 4:1-16

Pastor Arthur Ames

The Lord blessed our
Sunday morning worship
with Andrew Belz
leading our choir!
Andrew is pictured
on the far left.
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Following are a few memories that may have been left out of some Memory Books:

Claire Belson
Funny memory: Driving all the way to church in a blizzard only to find out it was canceled due to weather! The
Grames were nice and invited me to stay for Lunch!

Connie Pies Lovelady
Memories of Colfax Center
Where does one begin on an institution that was such a large part of their life…I guess I will start with my earliest memories that maybe you share or can experience through the next few lines. Every Sunday without fail we made
the 17-mile drive to the big church in the Grundy County countryside. We were met by others that arrived earlier, waiting in the cars until just the right time to go inside for the service. Wearing a dress was expected, even if the temperature outside was below zero or hot with humidity that growing corn can only produce. The cold was short lived as the
church was always nice and warm. The heat was another story. The fans and open windows usually made a breeze, but
a flapping bulletin was often seen as the heat permeated the sanctuary only made hotter by the number of attendees.
The narthex was noisy with all kinds of chatter. Friends and families caught up with the happenings of the past week
and kids from several school districts exchanged greetings. This was a real change from the silence that greeted us as we
entered the sanctuary. The hymn numbers, attendance and weekly giving were on display along with two clocks for the
pastors to monitor the length of their sermons.
There was not a children’s service when I was a kid. Families with babies usually sat in the back. I sat in our
‘assigned’ pew surrounded by Mom, Dad, Grandma and Grandpa. As a child I remember twirling the rings on
Grandma’s hands to keep me occupied before the service started. We were usually in our seats prior to the organist
starting the prelude which started 10 minutes before the service. The prelude was often hymns that were familiar and
the melodies filled the entire space. Organists rotated and it was a special treat when piano/organ duets were performed. Ray and May Hinders were my favorite and probably one of the inspirations for me to explore my own musical
path.
When the church bell rang, the service started. We sang hymns, had congregational reading and heard four-part
harmony from the choir members that were all dressed in matching long robes. Prayer requests from the pastor would
include those who were suffering with illness and the families that experienced death. On the flip side there was usually
news to celebrate with graduations, marriages and babies.
The pulpit was filled by three pastors that I recall, Van Curler, Ames and Hoop. The manse where they lived
was always a welcoming place. Visits to that home included friendships with pastor’s kids and open houses. Debbie
Hoop’s cookie fellowship during the holidays was especially memorable and tasty.
After the morning service there was coffee fellowship that included yummy homemade treats from ladies in the
congregation. Conversations often had to be cut short to make it to Sunday School on time.
Sunday school provided the foundation of my faith. Bible stories were taught by loving teachers who used flannel board presentations to bring the stories to life. As an older student I recall one very special lesson from Sylvia Smit
who taught from James 1:2-8. While I do not recall the entire lesson the words “Count it all joy” have stuck with me
and I recall it often when faced with difficult situations.
Sunday evening services were just as important to my family as the morning service. We rarely missed one although I certainly tried as Walt Disney was on TV during the same time as the service.
Summers brought Vacation Bible School. It was a packed week full of Bible stories presented on flannel boards,
crafts and music. There were lunch boxes full of bologna sandwiches which fueled our bodies for endless games of
Annie, Annie over, played at the big shed on the playground. Cookies and Kool-aide rounded out the afternoon and
the day was over as quickly as it began. We shared what we learned with our parents, excited to see what the next day
would bring. The culmination of the week was the VBS program. We sang the songs we learned just a few short days
before, shared the Bible lessons and proudly showed our parents the crafts we made during the week.
Wednesday nights were reserved for church. For me that meant Catechism and memorization of Biblical truths.
This ended with a review of memorized answers from Catechism and recitation of them in front of a member of the
congregation. I was interviewed by Ben Groote and remember vividly being scared to death that I would not succeed at
this last step before confirmation and church membership.
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My parents were on numerous committees over the years. One of my fondest memories was helping them
with communion preparations, filling the individual cups and cutting off the crust from bread before cutting into
small pieces for the sacrament. During the service it was especially quiet as the elements were passed. This was followed by the clink of the small glasses being placed in the holders in the back of the pews. After the service all those
small glasses needed to be washed. I have spent a fair amount of time helping with dishes over the years.
The church usually had plants or flowers by the pulpit. Sometimes they were from gardens of church members, other times they were arrangements that celebrated a wedding, graduation or even funerals. While the flowers
were beautiful, the holidays were magical. I remember making styrofoam ornaments sprinkled with gold glitter for the
tree in the sanctuary, hanging greens from the balcony and the many poinsettias that lined the front of the church.
There were Christmas bags to fill and it was a treat to make sure that each of them had a candy bar, orange, apple,
gum and peanuts. Candlelight service on Christmas eve is one of my favorite memories. The Sunday School program
was usually presented on this night followed by singing Silent Night as candles were lit one by one, filling the sanctuary with a unique glow. After the service the Christmas bags were handed out. I remember searching for Juicy Fruit
gum which was a real treat as we headed home to see what was under the Christmas tree.
As I entered my teen years, youth group became an integral part of my church experience. The youth group
room was filled with painted messages on the walls from the older students. Youth Group outings included hay rack
rides, picking up field corn left by the combine to raise money and caroling to shut ins.
Music is included in most of my church memories. From singing in Sunday School to performing the cantata,
Kids of the Kingdom, music has been a way to worship and share the Gospel. Presenting the cantata at several local
churches and was an awesome experience. I still remember some of the songs to this day.
Mission Fest was always a big day that brought to life other parts of the world where missionaries lived. Morning service was followed by Sunday School that sometimes included a more personal interaction with the missionaries
as they told of their daily life in faraway places. This was followed by a feast that included all the best dishes the ladies
had in their recipe arsenal. Hundreds of casseroles, salads and desserts were on display for a buffet like no other. We
ate on china, not paper and used silverware, not plastic utensils. The clean-up offered a special time in the kitchen
with the ladies of the church. Whether it was busing tables, washing dishes or putting them away, interacting with the
ladies of the church holds a special place in my heart. It was during these times that my mom’s friends also became
friends of mine.
I realize now how important my church family has been in my life. This started when I was very young and
continues to this day. My church family has always been there in good times and bad. Many celebrations – births, baptism, confirmations, graduations and weddings have been shared as well as times of illness and death.
Coming full circle from attending Colfax Center as an infant to an adult, I have been blessed to have a personal foundation built by members who were selfless in taking time to share Biblical truths and develop relationships with
children. My faith has impacted my daily life from making decisions, building relationships and sharing salvation with
others. I thank God that I grew up going to that little church in the country surrounded by corn and bean fields. As it
was in my youth it remains a beacon of hope to current and future generations.

Stan & Beth (Elisabeth Eekhoff) Osborne

March 2021

Dear Members and Friends of Colfax Center Presbyterian Church:

Thank you for letting me share some memories I have while living at Colfax Center's manse. My parents, Rev.
Wiert and Esther Eekhoff, pastored at Colfax Center 1952-1962. I was 3 years old when we moved to this special
church located in the country fields of Grundy County, Iowa. Between church and country school (Colfax #5) my life
was surrounded by loving, caring people who poured Biblical truth into me for years.
As I reflect back on my time at Colfax Center, several memories made growing up there a wonderful experience for me.
1. Colfax Center has always been a special place to me. It is where I learned both from my parents as well as the dedicated teachers in Sunday School, VBS, Catechism, and Youth Group. I was taught how to memorize Bible verses,
how to study the Bible, how to pray.
2. When I
was 8 years old, I accepted Jesus' gift of salvation because I believed the BIble when it said He had died on the cross,
paying the complete price for my sins; when Jesus rose from the dead, He conquered sin through His resurrection. It
was through hearing the Word of God read and taught that I understood I was saved by grace alone, and not by
works (Ephesians 2:8-9 KJV). I believe, according to the Bible, one day He will return to take me, and everyone
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else who believes in Him, to heaven to live eternally with Him!

3. I remember the church would celebrate Mission-fest. It was a time of great expectation for everyone. I
especially liked hearing the missionaries tell of their experiences & how thankful they were for God's faithfulness to
them in so many different ways. It was also a time for our church to become involved in supporting their work
around the world. I remember, one day when I was ten, asking Jesus if I could go to Africa when I grew up? Well,
He didn't send me to Africa, but He did have a mission field in mind for my family and me in 1962.
4. When I was 12 years old, my Dad was called to become pastor of The Ganado Mission Presbyterian
Church, Ganado, Arizona. This is where The Board of National Missions of the Presbyterian Church served the
Navajo people on the Reservation in Arizona. Little did I know at that time, that God would use this move to prepare me for various unforeseen circumstances in my Christian life. When we moved to Ganado Mission December,
1962, my life took a dramatic cultural change. However, at the time, I wasn't aware of any of this. The planting of
Biblical spiritual seeds while living in Iowa laid a foundation in my heart that taught me to withstand temptations of
sinful choices and peer pressure during my teen years. Those same spiritual seeds helped me learn how to become
involved in ministry in my high school years on the Navajo Reservation. I am so grateful for everyone who planted
those seeds of Truth in my life when I was young. I am especially thankful for both my Mom & Dad who taught
me so much about Godly living by the examples they lived throughout their lives.
In closing, I have one more memory that has blessed my life:
I will never forget, as a child, riding in the back seat of our family car as we were returning home from a long trip.
I'd be wondering how much longer until we get home... when suddenly I could see in the dark, a light, a glowing
tower! It was the steeple of Colfax Center Church shining its light in the darkness. I've never forgotten seeing that!
Over the years, it has become a spiritual reminder for me. It has been a beacon for the weary traveler, reminding us
all that in the midst of the darkest times in which we live, Jesus will always be our beacon, if we will only ask Him.
The Bible commands us to shine His light brightly in dark places. Let's all do it until He comes back in all His glory.
I pray this will continue to be a legacy of Colfax Center Presbyterian Church for the next 150 years... or for
as long as the Lord tarries! In the meantime, KEEP LOOKING UP!!
Congratulations, members and friends of COLFAX CENTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, on 150 years
of proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ. I pray you will continue to stay STRONG, stay FAITHFUL to the Word
of God and stay ALERT, standing for what is Biblically right, as Bereans, rightly dividing the Word of God.
(Acts17:11)
In HIS grip,
Stan & Beth (Elisabeth Eekhoff) Osborne
2302 West 16th St. N
Wichita, Ks 67203
316.207.1336

Becky Slifer Randall
My dad (Art Slifer) was an elder the year I became a member of the church. Pastor Gene Straatmeyer was
the pastor at that time. Pastor Gene asked us all questions about becoming a member of the church, but my father
had more questions to ask me only. I felt at that time I was never going to be a member of the church, but I made
it. Some of you knew that my father was a very strict man.
One summer we went to church camp at Pine Ridge (Oglala), South Dakota. We had to take a charter bus.
At that time we had a lot of teenagers that went. Raymond & Richard Meester were on the bus with us. They were
trying to teach us sign language and tell jokes (made the time go by fast) when they were around.
The girls stayed in the church and the boys stayed in the kitchen house. Two of our counselors were Ben &
Viola Groote. The girls decided to short sheet Viola (remember, we were only teenagers). Viola had problems getting into her bed, finally figured it out and just laughed.
In the morning, we found a rattlesnake on the fence by the church. We were terrified. The Indian kids
thought it was funny and just laughed. Those were the good old days.
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Congratulations to Trent & Brittney Siefken
on the baptism
of their daughter, Audrey,
on Sunday, June 20, 2021!

Funds Receiving
Your Weekly
Tithes & Offerings

1st, 2nd & 3rd Sundays:

Need a Ride?
Please call:
Julie Tjepkes
319-824-5871 or 319-269-2222
Or
Sheryl Johnson
319-240-0922

General Fund

4th Sunday:
Mission Fund

5th Sunday:
Building/Maintenance Fund
Air Conditioning and Deacons Fund for
Mercy Ministries may be designated
on your check or online any Sunday.
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August Birthdays Continued:
21 - Shane Blythe, Trent Dieken,
25 - Imogene Boomgarden, Paulette Dieken,
JoAnn Harken, Verone Nederhoff
29 - Doreen Getting, Maxine Hayungs
30 - Orene Eberline, Keaton Kopf,
Melanie Seehusen, Paul Vogt
31 - Morgan Eilers

July Birthdays
1 - Jade Morris
2 - Bria Steinmeyer, Chuck Thoren
3 - Maggie Beninga, Melissa England,
Jaydon Launstein, Lori Wilson, Katie
Wolfe
4 - Shelley Crosley
5 - Hailey Dieken, Scott Smit
8 - Amber Getting, Adalynn VanZuuk
9 - Pauline Arends, Judy Harberts, Bryan
Harken, Danny Sents
11 - Keon Vanhorn, Caitlin Wilson
12 - Cindy Klaassen, Mary Sents,
Tanner VanZuuk, Rachel Werkman
13 - Roger Martin
15 - Will Massey
14 - Larry Freed
16 - Jordan Gage
17 - Hannah Kruger
24 - Brittney Arends, Matthew Sents
25 - Douglas Wiers, Jr.
27 - Cooper Annesley
29 - Bryce Sherman, Paul Smit,
Hunter Werkman
30 - Trey Morris
31 - Tim Annesley

August Birthdays
1 - Mattie Schwab
2 - Lacy Kolder
5 - Joyce Harrenstein, Curt Stahl
7 - Viola Vasey
8 - Kristine Kollath
9 - Dixie Spain
10 - Fran Harms; Blake Stahl
11 - Trevor Hook
12 - Kalena Dieken, Maya Fairbanks,
Lance Klaassen, Donny Pruisner,
Sharon Smit
13 - Madison Fairbanks, Jocelyn Nederhoff
18 - Lori Willis

Early September Birthdays
1 - Todd Heeren
2 - Lydia Steinmeyer
3 - Dee Eilers, Megan Salo
4 - Bryon Hook, Ellie Palmer
5 - Karen Boomgarden, Deb Hoop
6 - Pastor Robby Grames, Mike Nisius

GRUNDY CENTER
CABLE CHANNEL
JULY-AUGUST 2021

Colfax Center

June 29 & July 4

First Baptist

July 6 & 11

St. Gabriel Catholic

July 13 & 18

First Presbyterian

July 20 & 25

United Methodist

July 27 & Aug. 1

Ivester Church of the Brethren

Aug. 3 & 8

American Lutheran

Aug. 10 & 15

Pleasant Valley

Aug. 17 & 22

Bethany Presbyterian

Aug. 24 & 29

Colfax Center

Aug. 31 & Sept.5
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July-August 2021
Nursery Attendants

Elevator Schedule

Date

Worship

Sunday School

Jul 4
Jul 11
Jul 18
July 25

Doug & Sandy Wiers
Launstein Family
Willis Family
Boomgarden Family

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

Aug 1
Aug 8
Aug 15
Aug 22
Aug 29

Shawn & Emily Albers
Blake & Britny Eberline
Coty & Kamille Albers
Aimee Wolfe/Jim Beninga
Andrew & Amanda Everts

n/a
n/a
n/a
Sandy Wiers
Amy Launstein

Sep 5

Trent & Brittney Siefken

Lori Willis

JULY-AUGUST
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP
Jul 4
Jul 11
Jul 18
Jul 25

Chuck & Ruth Thoren
Steinmeyer/Samo
Larry & Carolyn Stahl
Mike & Karen Dieken/Red

Aug 1
Aug 8
Aug 15
Aug 22
Aug 29

Nathan & Amy Stahl
Fran Harms; Carol Krull
Leon & Sheryl Johnson
Donn & Pam Anderson
Elaine & Lorraine Sents

Sep 5

Dave & Victoria Pruin

4-Jul
11-Jul
18-Jul
25-Jul
1-Aug
8-Aug
15-Aug
22-Aug
29-Aug
5-Sep

Jul 4
Jul 11
Jul 18
Jul 25

Mike Dieken
Jesse Willis
Brian Boomgarden
Doug Wiers

Aug 1
Aug 8
Aug 15
Aug 22
Aug 29

Mike Dieken
Jesse Willis
Brian Boomgarden
Doug Wiers
Scott Graves

Sep 5

Jesse Willis

Sound

PowerPoint

Mike Dieken
Larry Freed
Mike Dieken
Larry Freed
Mike Dieken
Larry Freed
Mike Dieken
Larry Freed
Mike Dieken
Larry Freed

Jordan Launstein
Lorraine Sents
Taylor Launstein
Carlie Willis
Macy Boomgarden
Karen/Caleb
Ally Boomgarden
Taylor Launstein
Macy Boomgarden
Carlie Willis
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