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Greetings Colfax Members and Attenders!
Spring is in the air! Our son Beckham, who turned 2 in March, is eager to
spend his days outside, keeping his mother on her toes! Caleb (8) and Katie (5) can’t
wait until we get to plant our garden, little do they know that means weeding is right
around the corner. And Aimee and I are loving being able to sit out on the deck in
the warming evenings.
We are eagerly anticipating our upcoming 150th Anniversary Weekend, June 12-13, and it’s hard
to believe that we’ve almost been here a year. As I reflect on the past few months though, I’m reminded that there’s been a great deal of hardship, both for members of our church, as well as for our community as a whole.
Jesus says in Matthew 5, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit
the earth…”
While it can be hard to understand what Jesus is saying here, this is a great encouragement to us
in the midst of trial and hardship. Jesus has been healing the sick and gaining a great deal of followers,
hanging on his every word, and as he observes them he has compassion on them. He sees their need,
their pain and their longing for relief from God and he’s telling them, they’re on the right track, they’re
looking in the right direction. The reason they are “blessed” is because their comfort, their inheritance,
their riches are not of this world. They look around them and see the world “working” for so many in
their midst, and yet their lives appear to be in shambles. The world doesn’t work for them. They are
poor in spirit. They do mourn. They are meek. And yet, it is a blessing for them, far more than for the
rest of the unbelieving world around them, because they can look to God, who is the only true source
of riches in heaven. They can look to Jesus who is the only true source of comfort. They can mourn
with hope because they have an eternal hope in heaven. Jesus is saying they are blessed because, unlike
the rest of the world, they won’t be tempted to look for those things in this life or this world. Their
true hope, and the only true hope for the world, is in the Lord. This doesn’t remove their pain or suffering, however, it simply puts it into appropriate perspective.
We do not mourn without hope. But we do still mourn. We do still hurt. And so, it is in light of
that, that I want to share an excerpt from a highly recommended book called, Grieving the Loss of Someone
You Love by Raymond Mitsch and Lynn Brookside. They speak about the impact of emotional wounds
that come, especially from the loss of a loved one. They write,
Cont’d on page 2
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“The psychic wound we experience when we lose a loved one to death is much like the physical would caused by a
bad burn. Burn victims are in extreme danger of infection. If an infection takes hold under the scab that develops over the
burn it can become life-threatening, even when the burn itself is not. The only way to be sure that no infection develops is to
scrub the wound periodically, which is extremely painful and said to be one of the worst aspects of the healing process.
Unfortunately, the choices we face as people who are grieving are not so clear-cut. Many of us opt to take what looks like
the easy way out. Once the memorial service is over some of us refuse to continue to “scrub” the wound caused by our loss,
declining to deal with the “infection” that may be developing just below the surface. We are either unaware of, or unwilling
to face, the emotional death that may lie in our future as a result of this neglect.
In our culture we tend to acknowledge physical wounds but neglect emotional woes. That’s particularly true where
grief is concerned. We would not expect a burn victim to show up at work after only three or four days in the hospital on
the theory that he will “work” himself back to health. Yet, traditionally, employers in this country allow for only three or
four days of bereavement leave. For some reason we seem to expect people to “work” their way out of their grief. It was not
always so.
There was a time, not so many generations ago, when people routinely expected a family to “go into mourning” for
a year or more after the death of someone close. It was traditional for people to wear black for an entire year following the
death of a loved one. Wearing black was more than just a formality. It was a way of reminding themselves and those
around them that they were still in a fragile state and needed to be treated with special regard.
The grieving process is never “neat and clean.” It wasn’t so generations ago and it isn’t today. There is nothing
pleasant about experiencing that kind of sorrow. It is intensely painful, even gut-wrenching, and it takes time; often, lots of
time. In the process we may ask questions we have never asked before, questions about the nature of God and the worth of
life in general. We feel numb. We feel confused. At times, we may feel enraged. But most of all, we feel the hurt.
As we consider the losses suffered recently, whether personally or by our community, I want to
invite us to pray. Pray for one another. Pray for healing. Pray for grieving that would bring us to the
foot of the cross. Pray that we would be patient with each other, and patient with ourselves.
A few verses later in Matthew 5:14, Jesus tells the crowd, “You are the light of the world. A city
set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand,
and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they
may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”
Whether in joy or sadness, would we be a church and a people through whom the light of the
gospel would shine in our community.
Blessings,
Pastor Luke
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2021 Colfax Leadership & Team Membership
Pastor Luke Wolfe
Elders: Al Harberts, Leon Johnson, David Pruin, Dean Salo, Curt Tjepkes
Deacons: Brian Boomgarden, Mike Dieken, Scott Graves, Doug Wiers, Jesse Willis
150th Anniversary Team: Sandy Simms & Fran Harms (co-chairs), Al Harberts, Elaine Sents
& Aimee Wolfe
Care Team: Sheila Steinmeyer (chair), Karen Boomgarden, Alan Harberts, Fran Harms,
Wava Hemmen, Sheryl Johnson, Becky Randall, Elaine Sents, Ruth Thoren, Curtis Tjepkes,
Pastor Luke & Aimee Wolfe.
Christian Education Team: Victoria Pruin DeFrancisco (chair), Leon Johnson, Trey Morris
and Cathy Janssen
Mission Team: Doreen Getting (chair), Donn Anderson, Blake Eberline, Linda Kruger,
Sheryl Johnson and Kathy Pruisner

Funds Receiving Your
Weekly Tithes & Offerings

1st, 2nd & 3rd Sundays: General Fund
4th Sunday:
5th Sunday:

Mission Fund

Building/Maintenance Fund

Deacon and/or Air Conditioning Fund - please designate any Sunday

We are pleased to share a donor has started a fund to install air
conditioning in the Educational Wing.
Two companies have been asked to provide quotes for the project.
The deacons will oversee the project.
If you would like to contribute, please write “A/C for Ed Wing”
on the memo line of your check.
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2021 Sitting Areas Updates
Thanks so much for your contributions!

It is so exciting to see the
updates to the church!
These pictures are new sitting areas
that are being used frequently.
See page 6 for the updated
Archive area.
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Colfax Center
to Celebrate 150 YEARS!!!
The 150th Anniversary committee has been
working to finalize Colfax Center's big celebration.
On Saturday evening, June 12, 5:30 there will be a
family-friendly community event with games, food,
fellowship and an evening climax with fireworks.
On Sunday, June 13, there will be a worship
service in the morning, 10:30 am, with Pastor Larry
Hoop preaching.

Morning worship will be followed by a catered meal provided by Colfax and a time of
extended fellowship. There will be no Sunday School.
Please mark your calendars and plan to join us to celebrate God’s goodness to Colfax
Center Presbyterian Church for 150 YEARS!!!
Thank you!
Your 150th Anniversary Team: Sandy Simms & Fran Harms (co-chairs),
Al Harberts, Elaine Sents & Aimee Wolfe

——————————————————————————

MISSION TEAM REPORT
We are beginning to plan for Mission Feast which will be held in September or
October. We will set a definite date as soon as our speakers have been finalized. Please be
in prayer for our missionaries and our Mission Feast offering.
One of our goals is for our church to be involved in local missions as well as those we
support abroad. Recently we were able to donate ten nights to an area homeless shelter through
a program supported by KNWS.
Please remember the following organizations we are currently accepting donations for:

1) Operation Threshold
- Box is located outside the lounge with a list of current needs attached.
2) Operation Christmas Child
-Box is located in the Narthex
-Donations are accepted all year for shoeboxes to be packed/collected
in November
Please reach out to any member of the Mission Team with questions or mission
suggestions.
Doreen Getting, Blake Eberline, Donn Anderson,
Linda Kruger, Sheryl Johnson
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The Archive Team Update
The archive committee has been working for several months and have completed our
task. You will be able to view our DVD soon, as we share many memories from the past.
We have tables in the elevator room with duplicate pictures, German Bibles and other
items. Please feel free to help yourself! Also, we have several record books you might be
interested in looking at or checking out. They are in a locked cabinet, but we will help you to
view or take home and return.
If you have any questions please visit with any committee member: Karen Arends,
Karen Dieken, Wava Hemmen, Linda Kruger or Ruth Thoren.
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PRAISE THE LORD!!
I will be getting my new kidney May 5th. Through
the paired program, I will be receiving a perfect
match for me. Words do not begin to describe how
thankful I am for all the prayers that have been lifted
up on my behalf these past few years. Colfax Center
will always have a special place in my heart and is
considered family to me. Please continue to pray for
me through this process.
Kimra Venenga

Thanks so much for the many cards, calls
To Everyone Who Bought Us
and especially your prayers as I went through Diapers: Thank you so much! Wow.
surgery on my foot and during the recovery
This was so unexpected! Over 900
process.
diapers were bought! Philip and I are
so very blessed to have you all in our
Mike Dieken corner. You were all so welcoming at
church that Sunday. We are excited to
Thank you for all the kindness shown to celebrate 150 years with you all at the
me during the 8 week recovery from my fall. fireworks! We are excited to put on
Hardly a day went by that I didn’t get a card, the show for everyone! Thank you
again. We feel so loved!
call or visit. Both Joe Ann and I were
humbled and very grateful to know so many
Susan, Philip & Thomas Harberts
folks were holding us in prayer.
Arnold Ennenga
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Our High School Graduating Seniors

You’re invited to attend Trey Morris’
graduation on Saturday, May 22,
4:00-7:00 pm
at Colfax Center Presbyterian Church,
Holland.
Trey is the son of Alecia Morris
and a member of
Colfax Center Presbyterian Church.
Trey is graduating from AplingtonParkersburg High School.
He will be attending
Hawkeye Community College in the fall
and has been accepted in the
Welding Program.
Trey will be working this summer for the
city of Cedar Falls in a seasonal position
for the street department.

Mary Pruisner
Smart, sweet, tender hearted,

Quick to laugh, reliable,
and has the ability to knock you on
your seat by doing the unexpected.
Mary is the daughter of
Chad and Kathy Pruisner
and will graduate from
Grundy High School.
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Our High School Graduating Seniors
Tanner Lee VanZuuk

Tanner made his appearance July 12, 2002. He grew up on the farm where he
learned the importance of strong Christian faith and making family a priority
in his life. He attended Grundy Center schools until 8th grade when he and
his family moved to the Des Moines area. He adjusted to the city & learned
how to play the guitar. He quickly discovered his heart was on the farm and
country life. He missed gravel roads, bonfires, fields and the good ole country
living. Tanner made his move back to the
farm this past year to assist grandpa Shawn in
farming . When not on the farm, you can find
him hunting, fishing, golfing and spending
time with his girlfriend Lauren and his friends.
Tanner plans to build his future after graduation, doing what he truly loves - farming. “And on the 8th day, God looked down
on his planned paradise and said, "I need a
caretaker" … So God made a farmer.
Tanner is the son of Chasity VanZuuk and
Mitch VanZuuk. He will graduate from
Grundy Center High School.

Wesley Willis

Wes is the son of Jesse and Lori Willis.
One of Wes’ spiritual gifts is a servant heart. He is quick to help out in any way needed no
matter how big or small. He was blessed to have the opportunity to go on two mission trips to
the Dominican Republic which deepened
his love of serving others. We are grateful
for his church family supporting him in
those opportunities and also taking part in
growing his faith. We truly believe God
has a good grip on his heart. One of Wes’
funniest memories was when Isaiah fell
over on the stage during the Christmas
program a few years back. Wes has several
of his own funny moments during Bill’s
children’s sermons to special programs
where he would scream his singing
because Ruth would say I can’t hear you.
Wes is planning on attending
Northwest Missouri State to
major in biology and agriculture
while playing football.
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Sunday School Easter Program
We created a new tradition this Easter! The younger Sunday School classes presented a delightful
short program during Sunrise Services. The teachers wanted to provide an opportunity for our
students to sing to the congregation since we were not able to have a Christmas program last
year, due to COVID.
The program was part of special teaching the weeks before Easter that focused on helping the
students better understand the true meaning of Easter. Students waved palm branches to greet
Jesus as he came into Jerusalem; they learned from the Berenstein Bears and the Easter Story that salvation is sweeter than any candy, and thanks to a donation, each of them received a copy of the
book to take home; they learned about the cross and that Jesus loved them so much he willingly
gave his life; and they even had a visit from a soldier guarding Jesus’ tomb who told them what
he found Easter morning.
We thank the parents who have entrusted us with teaching your children about Jesus and a special thanks to the music director, Sandy Simms and accompanist, LuRae Eberline.

All done!

Back row, left to right: Greeley Everts, Brodee Morris,
Ashton Morris, and Caleb Wolfe. Front row: Quentin Eberline,
Anastasia Wiers, Katie Wolfe, Doug Wiers, Jr., Maesa Everts
and Dawson Stahl.
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Rehearsal, with a little help from Beckham Wolfe, on the far left.

Easter Sunday: left to right: Quentin Eberline, Anastasia Wiers, Katie Wolfe,

Doug Wiers, Jr., Maesa Everts and Dawson Stahl
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Easter Poem Readers: left to right, Greeley Everts, Caleb Wolfe and Anastasia Wiers.

2021 Vacation Bible School Announced
We are pleased to announce we will return to face-to-face
Vacation Bible School (VBS) this summer in August. Due to
other activities this year, we have changed VBS to a shortened
format and moved it to August. Please invite your neighbor
children. We hope it will be a welcoming outreach to all and
a kick-off for fall Sunday School, which begins August 22.
We need volunteers to do outdoor activities, crafts, food
preparation, teach and more.
If you are willing to help, please notify Victoria Pruin DeFrancisco, 319/939-1213.
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June Birthdays

May Birthdays
1 - Samantha Lamfers, Justin Stahl
2 - David Pruin
3 - Kyle Venenga
6 - Arnold Ennenga, Linda Schnell
7 - Todd Heronimus
8 - Erin Aalfs
9 - Alonna Fairbanks
10 - Nichole Arends, Kaitlin Hayungs,
Brent Vaughan, Taylor Werkman
11 - Brady Hook
12 - Joshua Arends
13 - Elaine Sents
14 - Brian Boomgarden
15 - Cinda Pankratz, Chasity VanZuuk
16 - Joyce Blythe
17 - Molly Kollath
18 - Jemma Eberline, Kelly Sandy
19 - Jerry Eberline
20 - Amanda Everts
22 - Tom Sherman
23 - Larry Hoop
24 - Leon Johnson, Tanner Reents,
Ashley Stahl
25 - Ron Arends, Linda Kruger
26 - Bernita Lamfers
28 - Kevin Harken, Cory Schnell
30 - Alex Crosley, Britny Eberline,
LuRae Eberline, Maesa Everts
31 - Joe Ann Ennenga

2 - Hillary Reents
3 - Megan Kollath, Nick Voss
4 - Jacob Harberts, Marc Lamfers
5 - Margie Kuhlman
6 - Emily Albers, Lance Kruger, Mike Norris
7 - Allison Boomgarden
9 - Becky Randall, Brandon Sents
10 - Jeanne Arends
11 - Micah Grames, Anna Mae Klaassen,
Rhonda Samo
12 - Leah Larson
13 - Kristie Salo
14 - Anna Harken
15 - Elna Dieken
16 - Eldon Dieken, Kayla Nisius, Tessa Nisius,
Daryl Pruin, Chris Randall
17 - Knox Annesley, Joni Klaassen,
Richard Lamfers, Ashlyn Redix,
Michael Smit, Elliot Wiers
19 - Darwin Harms
23 - Dan Blythe
24 - Cole Richtsmeier, Anastasia Wiers
25 - Betty Heeren, Stephanie Larson,
Dean Salo
26 - Donn Anderson
27 - Janet Harberts, Lori Hook
28 - Blake Arends, Craig Harken, Bob Janssen

Early July Birthdays
2 - Bria Steinmeyer, Chuck Thoren
3 - Maggie Beninga, Katie Wolfe
4 - Shelley Crosley
5 - Hailey Dieken, Scott Smit

Please call a member of our
Transportation Team
if you need a ride to church,
doctor appointments
or any other transportation need.

Need
A Ride?

May & June:
Chuck & Ruth Thoren 319-824-6521 or 319-239-1354 or
Sheila Steinmeyer 319-269-1499
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May—June 2021
Nursery Attendants

Elevator Schedule

Date

Worship

Sunday School

May 2
May 9
May 16
May 23
May 30

Ruth Thoren/Kristie Salo
Trent & Brittney Siefken
Willis Family
Boomgarden Family
Shawn & Emily Albers

n/a
n/a
Britny Eberline
Amanda Everts
Sandy Wiers

Jun 6
Jun 13
Jun 20
Jun 27

Blake & Britny Eberline
Trent & Brittney Siefken
Coty & Kamille Albers
Andrew & Amanda Everts

Amy Launstein
n/a
n/a
n/a

Jul 4

Doug & Sandy Wiers

n/a

MAY—JUNE
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP
May 2
May 9
May 16
May 23
May 30

Care Team—Graduation
Scott & Jill Borchardt
Janet Aswegan & Staci
Chad and Kathy Pruisner
Boomgarden/Launstein

Jun 6
Jun 13
Jun 20
Jun 27

Tom & Sandy Simms
Leon & Sheryl Johnson
Doug & Sandy Wiers
Dave & Victoria Pruin

Jul 4

Chuck & Ruth Thoren

2-May
9-May
16-May
23-May
30-May
6-Jun
13-Jun
20-Jun
27-Jun
4-Jul

May 2
May 9
May 16
May 23
May 30

Jesse Willis
Brian Boomgarden
Doug Wiers
Mike Dieken
Scott Graves

Jun 6
Jun 13
Jun 20
Jun 27

Jesse Willis
Brian Boomgarden
Doug Wiers
Scott Graves

Jul 4

Mike Dieken

Sound

PowerPoint

Larry Freed
Mike Dieken
Larry Freed
Mike Dieken
Larry Freed
Mike Dieken
Larry Freed
Mike Dieken
Larry Freed
Mike Dieken

Ally Boomgarden
Taylor Launstein
Karen/Caleb
Jordan Launstein
Carlie Willis
Taylor Launstein
Ally Boomgarden
Macy Boomgarden
Carlie Willis
Jordan Launstein
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