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Dear Colfax Members and Attenders,
The year 2020 has been one for the record books. For some it has been a year of
great joy and for others a year of deep sadness. It has been a year of division, of
taking sides, of questioning our values and deciding what is most important. Most
markedly it’s been a year of deciding where we stand; where we stand on political
and social issues, where we stand on racial and economic issues, where we stand
on medical and educational issues; and by association, what our stance means about
what kind of people we are. Who can we respect? Who can we trust? Who do we
look to and hope in to bring about the change or results we long to see? Who are we as a country, a
community, a people and a church?
As we look ahead to the new year, many of us will make what is commonly known as a “New Year’s
Resolutions.” A commitment to change our lives, our bodies, our practices, or maybe even just our
mindset after such a year. That idea of a “Resolution” carries much history with it. The word Resolute
is no longer common in our contemporary vernacular, and yet it is an idea we still hold onto in many
arenas of life.
In 1854 the H.M.S. Resolute, a ship in the British Royal Navy was trapped in an ice-flow and abandoned. Two years later it was recovered by an American whaling vessel and returned to her majesty,
Queen Victoria. Following its return the Queen commissioned a number of pieces to be made from
the timbers of the retired ship, including a number of desks. As a sign of good faith and friendship one
of these desks was given as a gift to the then President of the United States, Rutherford B. Hayes.
Except for a few brief relocations the Resolute Desk has been used by nearly every U.S. President since.
It has become a symbol of an office and a country that has stood the test of time through opposition,
wars, feuds, social and cultural changes, and threats to the very core of the nation. To stand “resolute”
is an idea of a country and a people that would be purposeful, determined and unwavering, no matter
the circumstances.
And yet as we look back on this year we can see just how fragile this world, this country and its
people truly are. We are finite. We are broken. And eventually, as hard as we fight it, our weaknesses
shine through. But at the same time, even in the midst of our weaknesses, we’re reminded of that which
stands truly Resolute. We’re reminded that beyond our over 240 years as a country, in the rising and falling
of nations and people’s for thousands of years, the one thing that has stood Resolute throughout history
is our God. His promises to His people have been and are being fulfilled. He does not leave nor forsake
His people. His Gospel stands, purposeful, determined, and unwavering in the midst of any storm,
uprising, division or pandemic. The baby who came humbly into this world, lying in a manger, would not
only die in the place of sinners, but would rise and conquer death itself. So that even the gates of hell
would not stand against His kingdom spreading to the ends of the earth (Matt. 16:17-19).
In the midst of this tumultuous time, may we be reminded of the one who is Resolute. May we not
set our hope on nations, peoples or ideologies; but on the One who rules over all. As we look to 2021
would our “New Years Resolutions” not be to better ourselves for our own good or promotion or
security, but would we seek to anchor ourselves, to lean on, to rest and put our faith in the only one who
stands Resolute for all eternity.
Continued on page 2
1

As you reflect on the year, take time to discuss these five questions with your
friends or family. Spend time in prayer, and ask the Lord to firmly root you in
His Son and Savior, the Lord Jesus.
Love and Blessings in the New Year!
Your Humble Servant,
Pastor Luke

Questions for Reflection:







What is one area of your life God has used this year to increase your faith?
What area of sin and brokenness is the greatest threat to your life and ministry in 2021?
What Character Quality would you ask the Lord to work in you in 2021?
What Spiritual Discipline do you hope for God to develop in you in 2021?
What 5 people has God put on your heart to love, minister to and bring the gospel to in 2021?
______________________________________

GRUNDY CENTER
CABLE CHANNEL
JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2021
St. Gabriel Catholic
Jan 5 & 10
First Presbyterian
Jan 12 & 17
United Methodist
Jan 19 & 24
Ivester Church of the Brethren Jan 26 & 31
American Lutheran
Pleasant Valley
Bethany Presbyterian
Colfax Center

Feb 2 & 7
Feb 9 & 14
Feb 16 & 21
Feb 23 & 28

First Baptist

Mar 2 & 7

Colfax Center’s
2020 Annual Report
Please call the church if you would like a
copy of the 2020 Annual Report
mailed to you or you may pick up a copy
in the Church Narthex .

Funds Receiving Your
Weekly Tithes & Offerings

1st, 2nd & 3rd Sundays: General Fund
4th Sunday: Mission Fund
5th Sunday: Building/Maintenance Fund
The Deacon Fund (used for Mercy
Ministries - those in need) does not have a
Sunday assigned, so please designate as you
feel led.
You may designate any fund
on any given Sunday.
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January-February 2021
Nursery Attendants
Date

Worship

Sunday School

Jan 3
Jan 10
Jan 17
Jan 24
Jan 31

Launstein Family
Willis Family
Boomgarden Family
Shawn & Emily Albers
Blake & Britny Eberline

Amanda Everts
Doug Wiers
Sandy Wiers
Amy Launstein
Karen Dieken

Feb 7
Feb 14
Feb 21
Feb 28

Aimee Wolfe
Coty & Kamille Albers
Andrew & Amanda Everts
Doug & Sandy Wiers

Lori Willis
Doug Wiers
Sandy Wiers
Amanda Everts

Sound

Elevator Schedule
Jan 3
Jan 10
Jan 17
Jan 24
Jan 31

Doug Wiers
Chuck Thoren
Mike Dieken
Jesse Willis
Paul Smit

Feb 7 Doug Wiers
Feb 14 Chuck Thoren

Power Point

3-Jan

Mike Dieken

Carlie Willis

10-Jan

Larry Freed

Wes Willis

17-Jan

Mike Dieken

Jordan Launstein

24-Jan

Larry Freed

Trey Morris

31 Jan

Mike Dieken

Taylor Launstein

7-Feb

Larry Freed

Lorraine Sents

14-Feb

Mike Dieken

Ally Boomgarden

21-Feb

Larry Freed

Wes Willis

28 Feb

Mike Dieken

Carlie Willis

01 Mar

Larry Freed

Karen D/Caleb W

January-February
Coffee Fellowship
Jan 3
Jan 10
Jan 17
Jan 24
Jan 31

Mike & Karen Dieken/Red
Chad & Kathy Pruisner
Tom & Sandy Simms
Boomgarden/Launstein
Curt & Julie Tjepkes

Feb 7 Dean & Kristie Salo
Feb 14 Nathan & Amy Stahl
Feb 21 Larry & Carolyn Stahl
Feb 28 Thorens/Graves
Mar 7 Steinmeyer/Samo
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February Birthdays

January Birthdays
1 - Wendell Voss
2 - Toni Arends,
3 - Amanda Harken, Brett Morris,
Sarah Steinmeyer
4 - Ryan Stahl
5 - Angie Bech, Joyce Stahl
8 - Kathy Anderson, Emily Crosley
10 - Linda Maske, Kim Venenga
11 - Mike Albers, Derek Weis, Kylie Willis
12 - Karen Dieken
13 - JoAnn Junker
14 - Bonnie Rust
15 - Curt Bakker, Danielle Krull
16 - Kathy Pruisner, Julie Tjepkes
17 - Coty Albers, Shawn Albers, Kierstyn
Albers, Brian Bidleman, Nathan Stahl
18 - Daniel Mennen, Brent Schipper,
Makenna Steinmeyer
19 - Tyson Albright
20 - Denise Grant
23 - Sarah Ringena
28 - Sue Kruger
30 - Aiden Hook, Christian Hunt,
Trent Siefken
31 - Matt Morris

1 - Eli Harberts; Sandy Wiers
3 - Steve Kruger
5 - Christine Heronimus, Ashton Wolters
6 - Michael Sents
12 - Carolyn Stahl
13 - Robyn Hunt
14 - Cathy Janssen
15 - Marlene Aalfs
16 - Michael Simms
17 - Amanda Nederhoff,
18 - Marge Diamond, Barrett Larson,
Kaeley Nisius, David Sents
19 - Al Harberts, Brodee Wolters
20 - Phyllis DeNeui, Jim Turner
22 - Tim England
24 - Tim Kolder
25 - Beth Werkman
26 - Janet Aswegan
27 - Mitchell Ralston, Lorraine Sents

Early March Birthdays
1 - Sheila Steinmeyer, Ruth Thoren,
2 - Westin Steinmeyer. Beckham Wolfe
3 - Jim Heeren
4 - Kalianne Venenga
5 - Rigby Everts
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Thank you to:
All the families who shared poinsettias in
memory of their loved ones.

Thank you for all the prayers and cards on
the passing of my brother and brother-in-law.
Your support is much appreciated.
We would like to thank everyone for
the beautiful cards we received since dad’s
passing. Also for your many prayers and
thoughtfulness since dad was sick and since.
Thank you, Pastor Luke, for spending time
with us while dad was in the hospital and your
comforting words from the Psalms.

Dave & Victoria DeFrancisco-Pruin

Dear Colfax,
It is with great thanksgiving from this
Mother’s Heart that I want to thank you so
much for your giving to Shannon & Nelia’s
Lee Arends family
ministry in the Philippines. You have been so
generous and so faithful. Their ministry has
been your ministry also. One day in Heaven
Thanks to the Care Team for the wonderful you will realize all that you have done through
gesture in delivering a goodie bag to my home. your generous giving to the people in the
I not only enjoyed the goodies, but I apprePhilippines.
ciated being thought of.
God Bless,
Marlene Mennen

May God Bless You Richly,
Roma Ries

Thanks to the Colfax Center family for all
your concerns and prayers as we were battling
the virus. We really appreciated the cards,
phone calls and text messages checking in on
how we were doing.
Thank you so very much!
Tom & Sandy Simms
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Advent 2020
Thank you to the families who participated in Advent by doing the weekly readings. Pastor Luke
and his family started us off on the first Sunday of Advent, Andy & Amanda Everts and their
family read the second Sunday of Advent, Karen Kruger read the third week along with a solo,
“Surely the Presence of the Lord is in this Place” and Orene Eberline with Brett, Bryce and Blake
and their families read the fourth Sunday.

Frist Sunday of Advent Readers:
Pastor Luke, Aimee, Caleb, Katie & Beckham
Wolfe

Second Sunday of Advent Readers:
Andy, Amanda, Greeley, Maesa & Rigby
Everts

Fourth Sunday of Advent Readers:
Brett, Jemma, Quinten, Blake, Britny, Lane, Andie, Bryce, Amber, Keon & Orene Eberline
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Archive Project Makes
Good Progress
The Archive Committee has been meeting weekly for the past few months, whenever Covid safety
allows. We've gathered all the items and have been sorting through them, finding a number of
duplicates. The committee has selected the best one of each category for display and will place the
duplicates in locked storage. The commissioned cabinets are completed and installed. They were
designed with glass panels and shelves in the upper cabinets, a glass top on the lower cabinets, and
interior lighting to highlight and protect the items that will be on display. The frames are oak with a
rich stain to match the woodwork in the fellowship hall. The cabinets will be positioned in the
alcove between the storage room and the elevator access. This recessed area will provide protection
and somewhat separate the display from the main fellowship room, maintaining the full use of that
room while still providing a prominent exhibition of our church history. Once the exhibit is
finalized, if there are items that are donated later that we can't accommodate within the initial
display, we hope to arrange for a rotation, so periodically all items will have exhibit time. It is the
committee's goal to have the collection completed for our church's anniversary celebration in 2021.
** If anyone has clear sharp photos to share, dated roughly from 1870 to1970, of groups and
activities such as choirs and music groups, Sunday school gatherings, youth groups, mission feasts,
women's groups, Christmas programs, cantatas, etc., it would help round out the content of our
display. If you can contribute to this request, please contact Ruth Thoren. Again, "thank you" to all
who have already donated.
Archive Committee:
Ruth Thoren, Karen Arends, Karen Dieken,
Wava Hemmen, Linda Kruger

The Archive Team is looking for a picture of this neon
cross that was on the front of the interior of the church.
If you have a picture of it hanging at the front of the
church, please contact Ruth Thoren,
gc.ruthie@gmail.com or 319-239-0593. Thank you!
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Nursery Attendants Needed
We want to support and love our young
families well. One way you can help is to
take a turn being a nursery attendant either
during morning worship and/or Sunday
school. We are currently updating the
nursery to make it more user friendly, with
updated toys, etc. Please contact Pastor
Luke, Aimee Wolfe or Karen Dieken if you
are willing to serve in this capacity.

150th ANNIVERSARY
150th Anniversary Team will begin meeting again in January.
We have some save the date cards that we will be mailing
soon and are presently searching for addresses of former
pastors and members.
If anyone has any information to share, please contact
a committee member.
The Committee is Fran Harms & Sandy Simms (Co-Chairs),
Elaine Sents, Aimee Wolfe & Al Harberts

Colfax Center’s
Annual Congregation Meeting
will be held on Sunday,
February 7, 2021
following morning worship.
There will be no Sunday School or
Coffee Fellowship.

2020 Annual Reports
for all funds
are due in the Church Office
by January 11.
Thank you!
2020 Audit of
Annual Reports
for all funds
are due in the Church Office
by January 22.
Thank you!
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Sound and Camera Help Needed During Morning Worship
We would love help running the sound system and camera for morning worship
services. We will train you and depending on how many volunteers we get, you will
only need to do it approximately one time per month.
Currently Steve Jones runs the camera every Sunday and Larry Freed and Mike
Dieken rotate Sundays on the sound (One has hearing aids and the other can’t hear,
so we kindly request some help!)
Please contact Pastor Luke or Mike Dieken if you are willing to help.
Thank you!

The 2020 Angel Tree project
was funded by the Care Team. We
supported four boys at the Eldora
Boys Training School.
No tags were requested from the
congregation due to the pandemic.

Colfax Center Care Team Activities:


Christmas Baskets for our Shut-ins.



90's Birthday Card Showers for our Congregation.



Planning for a project for Wings of Refuge in 2021

Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas & Happy New Year.
God bless you all.
Colfax Center Care Team.
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Filling Christmas Sacks
Thank you for the
many hands who
helped put Christmas
sacks together.
Thanks to Pastor Luke
and Aimee for their
leadership!
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