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“Genesis”
Greetings to our new Colfax Church Family! I can’t tell you how blessed we feel by God for
bringing our family here to Iowa, and how loved we’ve been by all of you since we arrived. As many of
you know, my wife Aimee and I have three small children (Caleb 7, Katie 5, and Beckham 1). Caleb
and Katie just started 2nd Grade and Transitional Kindergarten at Grundy Elementary, and they are loving every minute of it. Beckham is amazing us all by beginning to walk a little more each day. (Which
Aimee is thankful for because he’s running out of pants that don’t have holes in the bottom from all of
his scooting!)
As I was considering what to write in my first newsletter to the congregation, the word that kept
coming to mind was “Genesis.” Genesis is a Greek word, meaning “beginnings.” It is the title of the
first book of scripture, as well as the first phrase in Matthew’s Gospel, beginning the New Testament. I
was thinking about this word as I looked back on the two short months since we began our time here at
Colfax. Not long ago we were logging onto a Zoom call with the "Colfax Search Committee” in hopes
that God and the Congregation would call us to Colfax. We had put our faith in His timing and plan,
and daily prayed for patience as our anticipation grew. As they say, “the rest is history.” In the whirlwind of the congregational call, selling our house, the move from Florida, getting settled into the
Manse, changing our Drivers Licenses to Iowa (which was more challenging than anticipated), and beginning this new chapter in our lives, I’ve really wanted to do everything I can to begin well as your
new pastor. I want to make sure everything goes perfectly because, in all honesty, I’m terribly afraid to
fail.
But at the Installation Service I was reminded by Pastor Ed Ludt, it’s not about starting well, or
controlling the circumstances so things go perfectly. As Pastor Ludt said, I’m going to stumble and
make mistakes as a Pastor. We’re going to be broken and messy as a family, and we’re all going to sin
and fall as a congregation. What we have to remember is that the purpose of the ministry of a Church is
not perfection, or controlling our circumstances or outcomes; the purpose is Worshiping the One, True
God and pursuing faithfulness to Him.
So, in this new beginning for us as a family, and for Colfax Church, as we look to God’s plan for
our future, it is with that in mind that I ask you to pray.
Pray for your Pastor; that I would be faithful to God’s word, to the work of the Church, to the calling and to the congregation.
Pray for my family as we settle in. Pray for deep friendships (for the kids and for us), for a new
sense of home, for our marriage, our parenting and our faithfulness to God.
Finally, Pray for Colfax Church, that we would be faithful to God and His Word, and that He would
draw more people into our midst to hear and experience the Gospel.
Would we always be a Church and a people of Prayer!
Pastor Luke
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2020: One for the Colfax History Books
Candidating and Congregational Meeting During an Epidemic
When the quarantine for the Covid-19 pandemic was issued, the Pulpit Search Committee was about half way
through the search process. The committee knew that the remainder of their search would need to proceed like
no other previous effort, requiring technology not previously used by a Colfax search team. Through the unprecedented use of Zoom.com for virtual interviews and meetings, DVDs, email, and the US Mail, Candidate Luke Wolfe
was selected for recommendation to the session and the congregation.

With guidance and approval from the Presbyterian Church of America (PCA), a Congregational Meeting was called
Tuesday, May 26, 7:00 p.m. in the parking lot of Colfax Center Church, to conduct a vote by ballot to approve Candidate Luke Wolfe. However, due to severe weather warnings, the meeting was rescheduled for the next evening,
May 27. There were concerns that the date change and threatening weather would dampen the attendance, but
members proved faithful and by 7:00 cars lined the parking lot.
The meeting was moderated by Interim Pastor Bill Massey. Covid-19 safety measures were practiced, members
remained in their cars while ballots were distributed to each car. Attendance of 93 voting members was recorded
to guarantee a quorum. Ballots were counted and an overwhelming majority approved the call to Luke Wolfe as
our next pastor.
A few weeks later a virtual examination of Pastor Wolfe was conducted by the Iowa Presbytery PCA. Approval to
serve was given.

2

Welcome Wolfe Family

Our virtual experience came to an end, when the Wolfe family arrived in Iowa mid-June and settled into the manse, assisted by a Food Shower of pantry items provided by the congregation. Sunday June 28 Pastor Wolfe assisted in the worship service and Sunday July 5 was his first Sunday to preach in Colfax Center Church.
Also on Sunday June 28, the Search Committee hosted a Welcome to the Wolfe's during the coffee fellowship time. It
was a simple fellowship, with social distancing, during which the congregation officially welcomed Pastor Luke and his
family to our Colfax family.
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Installation: the step precluding a new chapter
The evening of August 16, The Iowa Presbytery PCA conducted the Installation service of Pastor Luke Wolfe at
Colfax Center Church. This service was the culmination of the Pulpit Search Committee’s work, and the final step
before its dismissal. Officiants were Pastors Wayne Larson, Ed Ludt, and Isaac Ferrell and Elders Leon Johnson, Al
Harberts and David Pruin. The Questions and Charges to the Pastor and to the Congregation were presented in
down-to-earth, relatable terms, both convicting and encouraging for all in attendance. Through this installation,
Pastor Wolfe is offered the full support and the hand of fellowship with the members of the Iowa Presbytery,
Presbyterian Church of America, and Colfax Center Presbyterian Church.
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Thank You

The Pulpit Search Committee wants to thank the Colfax family for the many ways in which you supported
us during this process, from your individual and corporate prayers and encouraging words, to your involvement in the many activities in which we've requested participation. God has been gracious and led us to the
next shepherd for His Colfax flock.
In this next chapter, your Search Committee encourages you to remain faithful to God's Word and fellowship with other believers. For it is only through the Grace of God and His covenant promise to us, and the
faithful who have gone before us, that we have His earthly church for the present and His heavenly home
for eternity.
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We want to thank our church family, friends
and relatives for their kindness following
Ron's passing. Special thanks to Pastor Bill
Massey and Pastor Luke Wolfe. Want to
thank all of you for the cards, flowers, memorials, food, gifts and phone calls.
Becky Randall

Thank you for the flowers, cards, calls, and
prayers while in the hospital and since returning
home following my fall down the stairs. All
this was greatly appreciated.
Carolyn Stahl

Thank you all for the many ways you remembered
me on my birthday. I think the best part was to be
able to be in Church worshiping together after so
many weeks at home. Your acts of kindness made the
birthday very special. Thank you, JoAnn Ennenga

Thank you to all who sent cards and notes for my
98th birthday. What a blessing to be remembered by
so many of you. Also, thank you for the phone calls and
food. God Bless you all, Janet Harberts

To all our Church family, thank you for all of your
concern for Kenny. He sure loves the Church and wishes he could be out there. Also, thanks for the many
cards, calls, visits, and etc. May God Bless you all.
Kenny and JoAnn Harken
Thank you to all of you who sent me birthday cards. It
was so special for me to receive them. I read all the
special notes. I had to cry a little but I sure enjoyed
them. God’s love to all of you and my love also.
JoAnn Harken

We extend our
sympathy to the
family and friends of
Ron Randall SR,
Mayleigh Albers, Tim
Schmidt, and Megan
Hook
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
We will now have a box available year round to donate items for our shoebox project. (Box is currently in the narthex) Back to
school and summer clearance items are great ways to start filling our box! You will also have the opportunity to fill your own box as
usual in November. Ideas for items to place in shoeboxes can be found on the website
(https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%
2fsamaritanspurse.org&c=E,1,H_gwHql810HtsZMQf5Nhr_Ff7gtSpqkdOpM0oIBulqQvDi1owGOGMGeGUxw4Q5U_o3C6ekk3DMq_cLCmj
RJdkCgusjBAQmaq4S1nXdNjwg,,&typo=1).
If you would like to make a monetary donation to this project or help cover shipping costs, please put Operation Christmas Child in the
memo line of your check. Please contact Doreen Getting or any member of the missions team with questions or suggestions.
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Take Out VBS Summary
God worked in our hearts for children in the community in a unique way this summer.
We are pleased to announce we distributed a total of 65 pizza boxes full of Gospelfilled fun activities to teach about the Word of God. Of these, the parents and grandparents of 25 children notified us they had completed two or more activities. They
were awarded a free mini pizza from Godfather’s Pizza at The Mill. Special thanks to
The Mill manager, Larry Huisman for the boxes and pizzas. In addition, 14 adults in
the church signed up to be prayer partners for individual children throughout the summer and eight church members helped to pack the boxes with activities. Special thanks
to Cathy Jannsen and Sandy Simms for their help in creating and selecting activities.
We heard from several children how much they enjoyed receiving the boxes. Grandparents, such as Jim and Betty Herren, said they had fun playing and teaching their
children about Jesus. We hope you enjoy the photos of children shared by their parents! Thank you everyone for your support of this Vacation Bible School project. If you have a pizza coupon you have
not redeemed yet, Larry said The Mill will still accept them.

Abby Borwig
with her VBS
projects

Ana and Jr.
Wiers
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Quinten and Lane Eberline

Kiplyn Aalfs

VBS 2020

Bryeigh Albers

Keaton and Kesleigh Aalfs

9

Colfax Center Mission Sunday 2020

Mission Sunday has been designated as October 18 at 9:30
a.m.
Ben Thomas will be preaching virtually from Rwanda.
We will not be having our annual feast nor snacks or coffee in the narthex. Please feel free to enjoy your
own beverage as we worship together.
We will have a special treat because our kids will be singing that Sunday. Please watch the bulletin for
more information on practice times.

Would you pray for our missionaries, for our offering ($10,000 goal) and for Ben as he prepares to bring
God's Word?

B2THEWORLD FOUNDERS
Ben and Susie Thomas have benefited throughout
their lives from quality education, strong family values, and learning from and working with people from
different cultures. Currently, they have the joy of leading the Kigali International Community School
(KICS) in Kigali, Rwanda. KICS is home to
over 30 nationalities, and Ben and Susie are cherishing this opportunity to serve globally while preparing
servant leaders to impact the world.
Ben & Susie’s very different upbringings combined to
eventually lead them to found B2THEWORLD.
For Ben, the son of Indian immigrants who made their
home in New York, a global mindset was integral to his development as a Malayalee-American. He was
shaped by his family and community to appreciate roots, origins, and cultures of people worldwide, and
has been pursuing global leadership since he was in college.
Ben was Susie’s introduction to the world beyond America. She often dreamed of being a teacher in a
school like the one she helped grow with her family. She had no idea that it wouldn’t be until she was in
her 30s that she would see this dream realized, and she loves being the fifth-grade teacher at KICS and
raising her kids in a similar environment to the one she loved.
Included in their global call, Ben and Susie have had the joy of parenting Simon, Talya, Charlie, and Annie - four fantastic third-culture kids who love living in Rwanda.
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Congratulations to Tanner and Hillary Reents
on the baptism of Rowan Emma. Rowan is the
granddauhghter of Shawn and Rhonda Samo.

The Session of Colfax Church is pleased to announce that Ally Boomgarden, Cassidy Borwig, Jordan Launstein, Blake Stahl, Jolyn Stahl, and Carlie Willis were received as communicant members
of the church. Let us give thanks to God for what he is doing in their lives.
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October Birthdays Cont’d

September Birthdays
1 - Todd Heeren
2 - Lydia Steinmeyer
3 - Deann Eilers, Megan Salo
4 - Bryon Hook
5 - Karen Boomgarden
6 - Robby Grames, Mike Nisius
7 - Mallory Scott, Sandy Simms
9 - Kevin Ralston, Kevin Venenga
11 - Colton Stahl
12 - Susan Harberts
13 - Jerry Bakker, Collette Nederhoff
14 - Angie Kruger, Arnold Kruger
15 - Dylan Schipper
16 - Wesley Willis, Jim Steinmeyer
19 - Bernard Buskohl
21 - Teresa Neessen
22 - Karen Arends
23 - Kayla Albright, Brent Hook, Carol Krull
24 - Lori Smit
25 - Bob Getting, Barry Harrenstein,
Shelby Harken
26 - Mindy Nolan, Seth Aswegan
27 - Kesleigh Kopf
29 - Kaiten Nisius
30 - Chad Blythe, Dwight Eley,
Brian Schissel, Hannah Tjepkes

12 - Bud Seehusen, Christine Sents,
Ashley Steinmeyer, Caleb Wolfe
13 - Kylee Harrenstein, Brenda Stahl
15 - Johnathan Kruger,
Marvin (Red) Werkman
17 - Marissa Getting,
Addison Hook, Eddie Schnell
20 - Shane Krull
21 - Charlotte Mark, Derek Richtsmeier,
Angel Werkman, Harold Whitsell
22 - Julaine Bidleman
23 - Ellie Lambert, Jen Richtsmeier
25 - Ray Wilson
26 - Will Grames, Mike Kollath,
Daryl Kruger, Jason Steinmeyer,
Nedra Vaughan
27 - Karen Kruger
29 - Trey Sherman, Larry Stahl,
Jeff Werkman
30 - Kiara Morris

Early November Birthdays
1
2
3
4
5

- Blake Eberline
- Ken Harken; Doug Wiers
- Greeley Everts
- Kaselynn Nisius
- Kaden Davis,

GRUNDY CENTER
CABLE CHANNEL
SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER

October Birthdays
3 - A. J. Aswegan
4 - Jacob Eilers, Wava Hemmen
5 - Curt Tjepkes
6 - Ross Nederhoff
8 - Pam Anderson
9 - Andrew Everts
11 - Hudson Annesley, Steve Jones,
Nikki Weissenfluh

First Presbyterian Church Sept. 6
United Methodist Church Sept. 13
Ivester Church
Sept. 20
American Lutheran Church Sept. 27
Pleasant Valley Church
Oct. 4
Bethany Presbyterian Church Oct. 11
Colfax Center Church
Oct. 18
First Baptist Church
Oct. 25
St. Gabriel Catholic Church Nov. 1

Sept. 8 & 13
Sept. 15 & 20
Sept. 22 & 27
Sept. 29 & Oct. 4
Oct. 6 & 11
Oct. 13 & 18
Oct. 20 & 25
Oct. 27 & Nov. 1
Nov. 3 & 8
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COFFEE FELLOWSHIP—There is no scheduled
coffee fellowships for these months due to
covid

September-October
FLOWER SCHEDULE
Sep 6
Sep 13
Sep 20
Sep 27

Still Available
Still Available
Still Available
Still Available

Oct 4 Still Available
Oct 11 Still Available
Oct 18 Still Available
Oct 25 Still Available
Nov 1 Still Available

September/October
Elevator Attendants
Sep 6
Sep 13
Sep 20
Sep 22
Sep 27

Mike Dieken
Paul Smit
Doug Wiers
Chad Pruisner
Chuck Thoren

Oct 4
Oct 11
Oct 18
Oct 25

Jesse Willis
Mike Dieken
Paul Smit
Doug Wiers

September/

October
Nursery Attendants

Due to Covid 19 we do not have a schedule set for the nursery.

13

Funds
Receiving
Your Weekly
Tithes &
Offerings

1st, 2nd & 3rd Sundays:
General Fund

4th Sunday:
Mission Fund

5th Sunday:
Building/Maintenance Fund
Deacon Fund - Please designate
any Sunday

Call our Transportation Team
Any Day for Rides:
September:
Sheryl Johnson 319-240-0922
Julie Tjepkes

319-824-5871
319-269-2222

October:
Richard Lamfers 319-825-6789
In Grundy Center only 319-823-0594
Eldon Kruger

319-824-6831
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