
 

1 
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Pastor Luke Wolfe 
 

www.colfaxcenterchurch.org 

Colfax Members and Attenders, 
 
 I love the Fall season! I love the change that comes, the anticipation of Fall 
activities, seeing people we’ve missed over the summer, the cooler weather, the 
changing colors. It’s amazing how beautifully our Lord has created all things to work 
together, to go through seasons, to change, adapt and thrive. 
 The Fall season also means it’s harvest time. Even though Aimee grew up on a 
seed corn farm in Wisconsin, this has been my first opportunity to see the agricultural 
process from start to finish, and it’s been fascinating. I think what’s most amazing to 

me is how much the landscape around Colfax changes throughout the year. There are seasons where it 
seems like things change rapidly, especially once the harvest begins. But there are also seasons where 
change is slow, and sometimes it’s hard to even know if anything is happening at all.  
 I think that’s a good picture of God’s work in the world and in the church. There are seasons 
when change is rapid, and can even be hard to keep up with (the global pandemic, war in Afghanistan, 
race and gender politics, school curriculum changes…and so on).  
 Then, there are seasons where things seem stationary and consistent for long periods of time. 
Where nothing seems to change, we feel stuck where we’re at, and we wonder if God will move.        
The thing to remember is, God is always at work. Whether He’s coming through, reaping a bountiful 
harvest, or He’s controlling the slow, intricate process of a germinating seed beneath the soil. He’s      
always  in control, and always at work both within our church and community and throughout the world. 
 Jesus said in Luke 10:2, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray        
earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” Our work as a church, is       
to “equip the saints for the work of ministry” (Eph. 4:12). That means growing as a congregation in    
our faith, understanding and practice, and applying the gospel to every area of our lives (our marriages, 
families, private practices…everywhere!). And then, praying for and stepping out into God’s harvest 
fields; being the hands and feet of Jesus in an unbelieving world that needs to hear the truth of the   
Gospel.  Befriending our neighbors (both the ones that live next door, 
and the ones we see in the community). Getting involved in school 
boards and PTA meetings, local government and community outreach, 
volunteering, praying with and for the people of Grundy County and      
the surrounding area, and so many other things.  
 My prayer for us as a church is that we would always be      
seeking to be led by the Lord and His gospel, and then be obedient    
to Him, praying for and going into His harvest, and being the           
instruments of His blessing in our community.  
 I pray you have a wonderful Fall. I can’t wait to see what the 
Lord will do. 
 

Blessings, 

Pastor Luke 
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2021 Vacation Bible School Highlights 
 
 

Right to left:  Colton,  
Dawson & Amy Stahl Caleb Wolfe 

This year Colfax Center Church 
joined six other churches  

in the Grundy Center area to host  
Vacation Bible School  

for children age 5 through 5th grade  
on August 2-5  

at the Grundy County Fairgrounds. 
 

 Thank you all for your prayers,  
for bringing your children and  

for helping to make  
this event possible.   
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We served about 100 children  
with 40 volunteers,  

including most of  our church children  
and several volunteers from Colfax.  

Katie Wolfe 

Blake Stahl 

LuRae Eberline 

Amber Eberline 

Victoria 
(Pruin)

deFrancisco 

Jolyn Stahl 
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VBS provides cherished memories 
of  Christian fellowship  

Pastor Luke Wolfe 
leading music  

with son, Beckham 
watching! 

Amy & 
Dawson 

Stahl 
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Middle and High School Fall Kickoff 
Friday, August 20, 2021 

 
 
 

Our middle and high schoolers participated in a kickoff on Friday, August 20th. 
 

They enjoyed pizza and games! 
 

They also spent time discussing  plans for the 2021-2022 year. 
 

Please keep these students in your prayers! 
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Fall Sunday School Begins 
 

We are back together for weekly Sunday School as of August 22 and we are pleased  
to announce we have the teachers and students to offer classes for 3 year-olds and up! 

  
All are welcome and prayerfully encouraged to attend. There is a class for everyone: 

 

 Ages 3-4. Teachers: Karen Boomgarden, Claire Belson &             
Linda Kruger.  Lower level, Yellow classroom. 

 
 Ages 5-9. Teachers: Sandy Simms &Victoria Pruin DeFrancisco.  

Lower level, Purple classroom. 
  

Junior High & High School. Teacher: Pastor Luke Wolfe.  
Youth Room, second floor. 

  
Adult Sunday School, Teacher:  Aimee Wolfe,  

Fellowship Hall  
 

Adult Seekers Class, Joe Ann Ennenga. Lower level, Brown room. 
 

There is no Sunday School Labor Day Weekend. 
 

Our children’s classes feature music with Sandy Simms and LuRae Eberline, followed by Bible lessons, 
activities and crafts in separate classrooms. The curriculum is from Great Commissions Publications 

(affiliated with the PCA). This fall the focus is on God’s family.  
 

We take Sunday School seriously. Our teachers complete background checks and child protection 
training. We are blessed to have wonderfully gifted and committed teachers. Please be in prayer for 
them, our students, their parents and grandparents. We pray God will place the need for Christian   

education on all our hearts.  
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2021 MISSION FEAST 

 Mission feast will be held on Sunday, September 19.   

Our featured speaker will be Ross Charlton who will be sharing (by video) an update           
of their mission and a short message. Ross was raised in Iowa and is currently serving          
in a sensitive country.  We look forward to hearing from him and ask for your prayers        

for him and his family in these dangerous times.                                                                             
His parents will be worshiping with us in person that day.     

 We will also have a short video clip from Nate and Erin Taylor about their              
calling to Glasgow.  We are very excited to be partnering with them in this new ministry.  
Please pray for them as they prepare to sell their belongings and leave family behind to      

pursue this ministry with their young family.    

 Wings of Refuge will be the featured mission for our Sunday School hour.              
Our speaker (in person) will talk about their mission to end exploitation and their vision    
that every survivor of sex trafficking will know they are valued, have hope, and are loved     

by Jesus.  We encourage all of our teen through adult Sunday School classes and                  
all of the congregation to come and listen to this encouraging message.   

 Sunday School will be first, beginning at 9:30 a.m.                                         
Morning Worship will follow at 10:30 a.m.   

Our noon meal will be catered.  Please plan to join us! 

Also  continue to be in prayer for our missionaries and                                                        
for God's leading in your giving on our Mission Feast day.   
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      Mission News 

 

    On October 3rd, Shannon and Nelia Ries will be joining us   
 to speak about their mission in the Philippines.  We are   
 happy to have them "home" and look forward to hearing 
 how they have overcome Satan's obstacles to help provide 
 food, running water, school supplies, a library and more, to 
 so many people in need of the good news of Jesus. Please 
 join us in supporting Shannon & Nelia. Please continue to 
 prayerfully and financially support missionaries everywhere. 

       Our support is needed now more than ever. 

In Christ,                                                                                                                   
The Colfax Mission Team                                                                                               

(Doreen Getting, Blake Eberline, Donn Anderson,                                                                  
Linda Kruger and Sheryl Johnson)     

Dear Mission Committee, 
 
      Barbara and I have become increasingly aware that “the 
grass withers, the flower fades (and for us personally - we     
retire), but the Word of our God stands forever.” 
      As you know, we have reached retirement age and are 
transitioning to the new normal.  We will continue ministering 
as volunteers with Mission to the World.  We hope to get to 

Africa next calendar year when international travel opens up.  We’re so thankful for a new   
generation of potential missionaries and younger people who have just left for the mission field.  
Our Lord is faithful to send people of his choosing generation after generation around the 
globe, till he returns again. 
 This is our opportunity to express to you how grateful Barbra and I are for the ministry 
you’ve had in our lives over these past many years.  You’ve faithfully helped provide our finan-
cial support and prayed for us.  Thank you.  We have been truly humbled, experiencing for 
more than two decades the faithfulness of our Lord’s people in supporting world missions 
through us and others as well. 
 In retirement we will keep in touch with those who would want to receive the occasional 
correspondence.  Please do let us know how you are, your prayer requests, how we can minister 
to you. 

Yours in Christ, 
Bruce and Barbara Wannemacher 

Mercy, peace and love be yours in abundance.”  Jude 1:2 
 
P.S. On behalf of all our African Christian brothers and sisters...Thank You! 
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Funds Receiving  
Your Weekly  

Tithes & Offerings 
 

 1st, 2nd & 3rd Sundays: 

          General Fund 
 

 4th Sunday: Mission Fund 

 

 5th Sunday: 

Building/Maintenance Fund 
 

Deacon Fund or Air Conditioning Fund -  
Please designate any Sunday. 

Call our  
Transportation Team  
Any Day for Rides: 

 
September:   

Sheryl Johnson 319-240-0922 
 

     Julie Tjepkes    319-824-5871     
     319-269-2222 

 
    October:   
             Eldon Kruger       319-824-6831 

New Teams at Colfax! 
     As we enter the Fall ministry season, we want to notify you of two new teams that will 
be working to oversee certain aspects of our ministry here at Colfax.  
 

The Colfax Welcome Team:  
 
     The Colfax Welcome Team will oversee all aspects of the Welcome, Hospitality, Coffee        
Fellowship and Assimilation for new attenders at Colfax Church. This team’s main objec-
tive is ensuring our church is pursuing a welcoming, hospitable atmosphere, especially for 
visitors and new attenders at Colfax.  
 
The current membership is Kamille Albers (chair), Sheryl Johnson, Britny Eberline, Sheila 
Steinmeyer, and Joyce Blythe.  
 
 

The Colfax Decor Management Team: 
 
The Colfax Decor Management Team will endeavor to create and maintain a cohesive look 
and flow to the Church building in all aspects of design and decor. With the exception of 
one-time events (such as grad parties, weddings…etc.) all decor used in the church must be 
approved by this team, including both regular and holiday decor.  
 
The current membership is Amy Launstein (chair), Sheila Steinmeyer, Denise Graves, 
Sheryl Johnson, and Aimee Wolfe. 
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   Colfax Center Congregation,  Thank you for 
your prayers and telephone calls as I struggled 
with Covid and since recovering.  I would 
appreciate continued prayers for strength.  I also 
appreciate all the rides given to my appointments. 

 
  God Bless! 

Richard Lamfers 

       

   Thanks to everyone who remembered me on 
my 99th birthday with cards and notes.  Also your 
phone calls, flowers, food and other gifts.  It has 
made the days leading up to and since my 
birthday so enjoyable.  God truly has been good 
to me.  Thank you and God bless all of you! 
 

 Janet Harberts 

 
   I want to thank everyone who helped me      
celebrate my birthday.  Personal greetings, beauti-
ful cards, gifts and food.  To the Care Team for 
the good cupcakes.  I enjoyed every moment.     
Thank you again to all. 
 

Viola Vasey 

       
   Thank you for your prayers—they are really 
helping.  Each time I see the doctor, he tells me 
my eyes have improved.  Please continue to pray 
as I continue to receive the shots.  I really 
appreciate you and your prayers. 
 

 Marlene Mennen 

       

   My sincere thanks to family, friends and church 
family for cards, calls, words of encouragement, 
the adult Seekers for the flower arrangement and 
Sunday School material.  Most of all for your 
prayers since having knee surgery and recovery. 
 

 Orene Eberline 

 
   Thank you for the prayers, phone calls, cards 
and sympathy expressed to us with the passing  
of our mom.  All of these gestures provided us 
comfort and strength to help us through this 
time of sorrow.  We are at peace knowing Mom 
is at home with her heavenly Father. 

Teresa and Kendall Neessen and family. 
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September Birthdays 
 

 1 -  Todd Heeren 
 2 -  Lydia Steinmeyer 
 3 -  Deann Eilers, Megan Salo 
 4 -  Bryon Hook 
 5 -  Karen Boomgarden 
 6 -  Robby Grames, Mike Nisius 
 7 -  Mallory Scott, Sandy Simms 
 9 -  Kevin Ralston, Kevin Venenga 
11 - Colton Stahl 
12 - Susan Harberts 
13 - Jerry Bakker, Collette Nederhoff 
14 - Angie Kruger, Arnold Kruger 
15 - Dylan Schipper 
16 - Wesley Willis, Jim Steinmeyer 
19 - Bernard Buskohl, Dawson Hill,  
 Krayton Rutledge  
21 - Teresa Neessen 
22 - Karen Arends 
23 - Kayla Albright, Brent Hook, Carol Krull 
24 - Andie Eberline, Lori Horne 
25 - Bob Getting, Shelby Harken 
26 - Mindy Nolan, Seth Aswegan 
27 - Kesleigh Kopf 
29 - Kaiten Nisius 
30 - Chad Blythe, Dwight Eley,             
 Brian Schissel, Hannah Tjepkes 
 
 

October Birthdays 
 

3   - A. J. Aswegan 
4   - Jacob Eilers, Wava Hemmen 
5   - Curt Tjepkes 
6   - Ross Nederhoff 
8 - Pam Anderson 
9 - Andrew Everts 
11 - Hudson Annesley, Scott Graves, 
 Steve Jones 

 

GRUNDY CENTER  
CABLE CHANNEL 

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 

 

 
Colfax Center    Sep 5 
First Baptist    Sep 7 & 12  
St. Gabriel Catholic    Sep 14 & 19 
First Presbyterian   Sep 21 & 26 
United Methodist   Sep 28 & Oct 3 
Ivester     Oct 5 & 10  
American Lutheran   Oct 12 & 17  
Pleasant Valley   Oct 19 & 24 
Bethany Presbyterian  Oct. 26 & 31 
 
Colfax Center    Nov 2 & 7  

October Birthdays Cont’d 
 

12 - Bud Seehusen, Christine Sents,  
             Ashley Steinmeyer, Caleb Wolfe 
13 - Kylee Harrenstein, Brenda Stahl 
15 - Johnathan Kruger,  
 Marvin (Red) Werkman 
17 - Marissa Getting,     
20 - Shane Krull 
21 - Charlotte Mark, Derek Richtsmeier,  
 Angel  Werkman, Harold Whitsell 
22 - Julaine Bidleman 
23 - Ellie Lambert, Jen Phillips 
25 - Ray Wilson 
26 - Denise Graves, Will Grames,  
 Mike Kollath, Daryl  Kruger,  
 Jason Steinmeyer, Nedra Vaughan 
27 - Karen Kruger 
29 - Scott Borchardt, Trey Sherman,  
 Larry Stahl, Jeff Werkman 
30 - Kiara Morris 
  

Early November Birthdays 
 

1   - Blake Eberline 
2 - Doug Wiers 
3 - Greeley Everts 
4 - Kaselynn Nisius 
5 - Cassidy Borwig 
  

https://people.planningcenteronline.com/people/AC80123184?list_id=1527741
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September-October  
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP 

 
Sep 5   Dave & Victoria Pruin 
Sep 12  Eldon & Linda Kruger 
Sep 19  Janet Aswegan & Staci  
Sep 26  Curt & Julie Tjepkes 
 
Oct 3  Available 
Oct 10  Boomgarden/Launstein  
Oct 17  Andres & Amanda Everts 
Oct 24  Doug & Sandy Wiers   
Oct 31  Tom & Sandy Simms 
 
Nov 7  Veterans Day (Care Team) 

September/October 
 Elevator Attendants 

      

Sep 5  Jesse Willis 
Sep 12 Mike Dieken 
Sep 19  Brian Boomgarden 
Sep 26 Doug Wiers                                  
Oct 3  Scott Graves                                        
Oct 10  Mike Dieken 
Oct 17 Jesse Willis 
Oct 24 Brian Boomgarden 
Oct 31 Doug Wiers 
 

Nov 7  Scott Graves 

 Larry Freed  Carlie Willis 

Mike Dieken  Jordan Launstein 

Larry Freed  Ally Boomgarden 

Mike Dieken  Taylor Launstein 

Larry Freed  Macy Boomgarden 

Mike Dieken  Carlie Willis 

Larry Freed  Jordan Launstein 

Mike Dieken  Ally Boomgarden 

Larry Freed  Taylor Launstein 

Mike Dieken  Macy Boomgarden 

5-Sep 

12-Sep 

19-Sep 

26-Sep 

3-Oct 

10-Oct 

17-Oct 

24-Oct 

31-Oct 

7-Nov 

September-October   
Nursery Attendants 

   Worship      Sunday School  
Sep 5   Trent & Brittney Siefken Lori Willis 
Sep 12    Launstein Family  Sandy Wiers 
Sep 19   Willis Family   Ruth Thoren 
Sep 26    Boomgarden Family  Amy Launstein 
 
Oct 3   Shawn & Emily Albers Amanda Everts 
Oct 10    Blake & Britny Eberline Sandy Wiers          
Oct 17   Aimee Wolfe/Beningas Amy Launstein 
Oct 24   Coty & Kamille Albers Ruth Thoren 
Oct 31   Andrew & Amanda Everts Britny Eberline 
 
Nov 7   Doug & Sandy Wiers  Amanda Everts 

Prayer Changes 
Things! 
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