
 

Welcome visitors!  We’re glad you could worship with us today.  

 

Our Nursery is open.   Please have your child (3 years and younger) in the 

nursery by 9:25 am for worship.                                                                                                        

 

Please continue to pray for the pastoral search committee. Thank you 

for your prayers as we wrap up the laying of the groundwork in order to 

be able to receive applications and nominations to begin the search for 

our next pastor. Please pray that our website will be finalized soon and 

that we begin receiving applications for consideration. Please also pray 

for Mc Gowan Search as they gather information and ensure 

qualifications of all potential candidates. 

Do you know of someone who would be interested in shepherding our 

congregation? Submit his name for nomination on the pastor nomination 

form available in the narthex. Submit completed forms to any member of 

the pastoral search committee or mail the form to the church office 

attention: PSC.  We will accept nomination forms until January 5, 2020. 

 

During this transition period, when the pastor search committee is 

conducting its work, Pastor Bill Massey feels greatly privileged to be 

serving Colfax Center as its interim minister. 
 

If you are not already part of an Adult Sunday School class, join Pastor 

Bill for a new class, “The Prodigal God.” During this six-week class, 

we’ll watch a brief DVD session and then examine “The Parable of 

the Prodigal Son” in Luke’s gospel. We will gain helpful insights from 

each of the characters in Jesus’ parable: the irreligious younger son, the 

moralistic elder son, and the father who lavishes his love on both. Class 

starts January 12.  

 

You are invited to share a poinsettia(s) in memory of your loved ones 

during the month of December.  Please write your name and the name 

of your loved one on the bottom of the plant and place them on the tables 

outside Pastor Bill’s office.   

 

The Massey family wishes to thank the Colfax Church family for their 

love and generous Christmas gift! How kind! We love you and we count 

it a privilege to serve the Lord with you for a season. 

Colfax Center Church 
Presbyterian Church in America 

3 miles west of Hwy 14 on D-25 
18935 K Ave 

Holland, IA 50642 
 

Pastor Bill Massey                (717) 464-1547 
Church Phone                    (319) 824-5231 

 

 

 
 
 

If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 

The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 

2 Corinthians 5:17 

 
 

 

A bruised reed He will not break, 

And a faintly burning wick He will not quench. 

Isaiah 42:3 

 

A bruised reed He will not break, 

And a faintly burning wick He will not quench. 

 



The Lord's Day 
Fifty-first Sunday of the Year 

December 22, 2019 

As you enter prepare yourself to worship. Please silence your phone. 

For Reflection Before Worship    
              -- 2 Corinthians 8:9  

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, 

yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become  

rich. 

-- J. I. Packer 

The Son of God became flesh: a real human baby. He had not ceased to be 

God; he was no less God than before; but he had begun to be man. He was 

not now God minus some elements of his deity, but God plus all that he had 

made his own by taking manhood to himself. How are we to think of the 

incarnation? The New Testament does not encourage us to puzzle our heads 

over the physical and psychological problems that it raises, but to worship 

God for the love that was shown in it. The crucial significance of the cradle 

at Bethlehem lies in its place in the sequence of steps down that led the Son 

of God to the cross of Calvary, and we do not understand it till we see it in 

this context. The key text in the New Testament for interpreting the 

incarnation is not, therefore, the bare statement in John 1:14, “the Word 

became flesh,  and dwelt among us,” but rather the more comprehensive 

statement of 2 Corinthians  8:9. Here is stated not the fact of the incarnation 

only, but also its meaning—not simply a marvel of nature, but a wonder of 

grace. 

_____________ 

Prelude                                              Carol Krull 

Announcements                                                Rev. Bill Massey 

*Call to Worship                                  -- Luke 2:13-14 

A great company of the heavenly host was praising God and saying, “Glory to  

God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests. 

*Hymns of Praise:  

 O Little Town of Bethlehem (vs. 4) 

 O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 

 Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. 

 We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel. 

GHF #93, Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 

*Invocation  

*Affirmation of Faith                 -- from Heidelberg Cat. Q&A 54 

 I believe that the Son of God 

  through his Spirit and Word, 

  out of the entire human race, 

  from the beginning of the world to its end, 

 gathers, protects, and preserves for himself 

  a community chosen for eternal life 

   and united in true faith. 

 And of this community I am and always will be 

  a living member. 

Call to Confession of Sin                             -- Hebrews 7:25 

Jesus is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through  

him, since he always lives to make intercession for them. 

Corporate Confession of Sin                        -- The Valley of Vision 

Merciful God, I have no merit. Let the merit of Jesus stand for me. I am 

undeserving. I look to you for mercy. I am full of weaknesses, wants, and 

sin. You are full of grace, forgiveness and power. Lord, I acknowledge my 

failure to be true even to my own standards, my unwillingness to apply to 

myself the standards of conduct I demand of others, my complacency 

towards wrongs that do not touch my own life, my slowness to see the 

good in others and the evil in myself, my hardness of heart toward the 

faults of my neighbors and my readiness to make  allowances for my own. 

Forgive me for the sake of Christ who lived and died for me. Help me not 

to forget my heavenly title or your forgiveness and power  

that can deal with every sin. 

Private Confession of Sin 

*Hymn of Assurance: You’re the Word of God the Father 

Our Tithes and Offerings: General Fund                        -- Matthew 10:8 

Freely you have received, freely give. 

*Doxology 

*Greet One Another  

Prayers for the People 

Reading of God’s Word                                                   -- Luke 2:1-20 

Sermon: The Angels’ Hymn                                 Rev. Bill Massey                      

*Response: GHF #96, As with Gladness Men of Old 

*Benediction and Postlude 

*Those who are able, please stand 

 



This Week at Colfax 

 
 Sunday, December 22 
 

    9:30 am       Morning Worship 
  10:45 am       Coffee Fellowship  
  11:00 am      Sunday School 
    6:00 pm      Prayer meeting 
  
  

Wednesday, December 24 
 
    5:00 pm    Christmas Eve Service 
  
      
      Thursday, December 19 
 

                Merry Christmas         
       
 

Sunday, December  29 
 

      9:30 am       Morning Worship 
     
 
 
 
     
 Serving Sunday, December 29 
Sanctuary Flowers:   Available 
Coffee Fellowship:  Donn and Pam Anderson 
Greeters:    Youth           
Elevator Attendant:  Ken Harken 
Nursery Attendant:   Wiers Family 
SS Nursery Attendant:   Lori Willis 
Camera:     Steve Jones 
PowerPoint:   Trey Morris 
 
 
 
 
 

COLFAX CENTER PRAISES AND PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

As you go to the Lord in prayer, please read the following scripture: 
Romans 12:12 “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction,  

faithful in prayer.” 
                                                                                                     
Our nation and its leaders. 
 

The ministries of our church: 

 Pastor Bill, Valerie and their family 

 Elders & Deacons as they lead the church 
 

     Current Elders: Donn Anderson, Leon Johnson, David Pruin,  
         Dean Salo, Curt Tjepkes 
     Current Deacons:  Mike Dieken, Ken Harken, Chad Pruisner,  
         Paul Smit, Chuck Thoren, Red Werkman 

 Our Children’s ministries                                                      

 The hearts of our congregation   
 
All of Our Missionaries, especially those in sensitive countries. 
 
Those battling cancer: Karen Arends; Bill Aswegan; Glenn Beckwith, 
Cindy Klaassen,  Megan Hook; Kenny Luhring, Kay Schultz, Brad Wos 
 
Medical prayer requests: 

 Bill Aswegan and Rod Schwab for encouragement, wisdom and 
direction. 

 Bob Getting for comfort and healing from his fall 

 Kate Sandy for comfort and healing from surgery 

 Kim Venenga for a donor to be found for kidney transplant 

 Richard Lamfers for comfort and healing from surgery. 

  
Pray also for those on active duty in our armed forces; anxious, or 
discouraged; facing difficult situations in their families; struggling with sin 
in their lives or do not know Christ. 
 
Those who are shut-in or in nursing homes:   
Pauline Arends; Mary Bakker; Phyllis DeNeui; Eldon & Elna Dieken; 
Deloris Eilers, Grace Ennenga; Norma Hook; Anna Mae Klaassen; Verone 
Nederhoff; Darris Smit; Dixie Spain 

  



If anyone is opposed to Colfax Center using their photograph on the 

website, please contact a member of the pastoral search committee.  

Otherwise we will use random photos from Church activities to add to the 

website on occasion.  If anyone has questions, please contact a PSC 

member.  Thank you. 

 

You are invited to take an angel tag (beginning November 17
th

 and 

continuing until Today) from the Angel Tree in the Narthex; For our 

Angel Tree this year Colfax is sponsoring Wings of Refuge which is a 

ministry for sex trafficking victims.  We plan to have the Director come 

to speak at Colfax early part of next year. Until then we ask that our 

giving hearts help provide Christmas presents to the girls currently in the 

home.  The items requested from the staff are specific to the individual 

girls.  As cost may be a factor the Care Team suggests if you prefer to 

donate any amount for a gift we will be happy to purchase the items with 

the cumulative donations we receive.  Or you may also join another 

person or two to purchase a particular gift. We hope God leads you to 

help provide for these girls this year.  A lot of these girls come to Wings 

with no personal items or minimal personal belongings.  And we pray that 

the girls will be led to a Christian Faith through all the ministry work 

Wings of Refuge and its supporters provide. If you wish to make a 

donation feel free to give to a Care Team member.   

 

The elders have called a Congregational Meeting to be held 

immediately following the worship service on Sunday, January 12. The 

purpose of the meeting is to vote to suspend the rules of our church 

Bylaws (section #12) requiring 5 elders serving on Session to 3 elders. 

This suspension would remain in effect until the next nomination period 

is called.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All are invited to gather at Colfax Church on Christmas Eve at 5 p.m. 

for a "Service of Lessons and Carols." During the service various 

“lessons” focusing on the prophecies, history, and meaning of Christ’s 

birth will be read by different members and then the congregation will 

respond by singing “carols” which highlight biblical truths in those 

passages. We will close by remembering that God sends us out light to 

bear witness to Jesus. Join us! 

 

Dear Friends of the LightHouse School and projects (Project 52), We are 

so happy to let you know that we have raised all of the money for the 

building that will house the reverse osmosis system  for the new Water 

purification system in the community of Villa Altagracia,$98,000. (see 

pictures of the completed building below). We also have raised an 

additional $56,000 to be used to purchase the system which leaves us 

with just $36,000 needed to complete the project. After the equipment is 

installed, we will supply 25,000 gallons of clean water to 3,100 families 

in Villa Altagracia, a community with no access to clean water. 

 

On behalf of our entire family, we would like to thank all of you for the 

continuous prayers and support for Kate. Kate has come a long way and 

she continues to progress. She no longer requires a feeding tube, we have 

weaned her off the steroids and she is responding well to the current 

gabapentin dosage. Kate is now in the 9th percentile for weight, is 

crawling, and loves to play with her sister and puppy. Her next surgery is 

scheduled on March 3rd where they will fix her soft and hard palate, 

uvula and a lip revision. We are working hard to transition to a sippy cup 

in preparation for surgery. We are so grateful to have such a wonderful 

and caring church family. Merry Christmas! God Bless,  

Chris, Kelly, Nora & Kate Sandy  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Poinsettias Given in Memory of our loved ones 

 

Sheila Steinmeyer and Family in memory of Steve 

Steinmeyer 

Jo Ann Junker in memory of Joe Junker 

Minetta Tjepkes and Family in memory of Arnold Tjepkes 

Norma Hook and Family in memory of Dennis Hook 

Sheryl Johnson and Family in memory of Tom Morris 

Marlene Mennen and Family in memory of Merlyn 

Mennen,  Kevin Mennen, Herman and Annie Paterni, 

Bruno and Henrietta Mennen 

Curt and Julie Tjepkes (2) in memory of Austin and 

Whitney Tjepkes 

The family of John and Grace Graves, Laurence and 

Sharon Graves and Todd Graves gave new flowers in the 

altar vases in memory. 

Carol, Danielle, and Shane Krull in memory of Lewie Krull 

Donn and Pam Anderson Family in memory of Warren 

and Leona Anderson 

Kruger Family in memory of   K.C., Elsie, and Clarice  

     

 

 

  

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://assets.eflorist.com/site/EF-17522/assets/products/PHR_/sku5000668.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.mcnamaraflorist.com/plant/assorted-poinsettias/prod5210348&docid=4n13vlffAVfCSM&tbnid=UUfpAmiSahq7zM:&vet=12ahUKEwjmpbCq-LPmAhUFnKwKHXazCzs4ZBAzKFYwVnoECAEQYQ..i&w=368&h=460&bih=755&biw=1600&q=images of poinsettias&ved=2ahUKEwjmpbCq-LPmAhUFnKwKHXazCzs4ZBAzKFYwVnoECAEQYQ&iact=mrc&uact=8


 


